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Tuberculosis (TB) remains one of the m

pressing public health challenges in our coun
In Andaman and Nicobar Islands, we ar
committed to accelerating efforts to eliminate -
and ensure healthier lives for all our citizens.

Through sustained community engagement, e
detection, and effective treatment strategies ur
the National TB Elimination Programme (NTEF
we are making significant strides. Our healthc
workers, especially those operating in remote
tribal areasdeserve special recognition for the
dedication and service.

We envision a future where TB is no longer
threat to our communities. Let us strengthen
resolve, foster intesectoral collaboration, an
work in unity to achieve a THee Andaman anc
Nicobar Islands ahead of the national target.

Together, we can and we will eliminate TB.
Dr Anil Agarwal

Secretary (Health
A & N Administration
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IEC Programs

TB Screening & Awareness Camps in schools

a) Nicobar, Teressa Feb 01 An awareness camp was conductedsawt. Secondary School.
Bengali Village, Teressa, Nicobay to educate students and teachers about tuberculosis
During the session, vital information about TB was shared. The Medical Qfficedohnsor
Jackson.elaborated on the disease, explaining how it spreads, its symptoms, and its
Additionally, the ®nior TreatmentSupervisor, MrD Suresh Kimar,highlighted the importanc
of DOTS (Directly Observed Treatment, Shoourse), necessary precautions, dief
recommendations, and the treatment process.

===

b) SVP, Bathubasti, Jan. 18.A crucial
awareness and screening camp
organized by NTEP (SA) under the
supervision of Dr. Arjun Sivadas K
(NTEP), at GSSS, Bathubastito educat:
and screen students for tuberculosis (°
A total of 74 children were screened, wi
29 identified as presumptive TB cases

From the Joint Secretaryos (NI

It is with great pleasure that | welcome you to the inaugural issue of Nikshay Paiilgxi
Vijaya Puram Edition, the quarterly publication of the National Tuberculosis Eliminati
Programme (NTEP), Andaman & Nicobar Islands. This initiative aims to kempinformed

about key developments, IEC activities, notable achievements, and the ongoing eff
towards realizing a TB Mukt Andaman & Nicobar Islands.

Dr P. Lal




c) Ferrargunj, Kanyapuram, Jan. 04. A TB awareness program on Tuberculosis (TB) \
conducted at GMS Kanyapuratoy Mr Dilip Kumar, Senior Treatment Supervig®TS) Ferrargunj
Tehsiland Mr Tapan Kumar Roy, IEC Officer (NTEP)

TB Screening & Awareness Camps in Work Places

a) SVP, Mohanpura, Feb. 04The District Health Society, South Andaman, conducted an awareness ¢
on tuberculosis (TB) at #Directorate of TransparSri Vijaya Puramchaired by Dr Dency Tony (NTEP
The session focused on educating participants about TB, including its signs, symptoms, treatment op
key government initiatives such as the Nikshay Poshan Yojana (NPY) and Pradhan Mantri TB Muk
Abhiyan (PMTBMBA). This initiative aimed® enhance community awareness and encouragedeselgtion
and treatment of TB.
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b) Rangat, Kaushalya Nagar, Jan. 21. A TB awareness and screening sessi@s conducted among NH
workers at the NH Plant, Kaushalya Nagar, Rasgpervised by Ms Meenakshi Paul, STS Rangyabtal of
42 workers were screened for tuberculosis (TB), and four presumptive TB cases were identified, who teste

negative for TB
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TB Screening & Awareness Camps in the Community

a) Ferrargunj, Ograbraj, Jan. 15. An awareness program on Tuberculosis (TB) was conducted at Ograbraj
Community Hall for Anganwadi workers under the jurisdiction of PHC Tushnabad. The session began with &
pledge to fight against TB, followed by discussions on TB signs and symptomsntpyeveeasures,
tuberculosis preventive therapy (TPT), and the new treatment strategy under DOTS. Additionally, participant:
were briefed on the role of Nikshay Mitra in supporting TB patients through nutritional assistance.
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b) Nancowrie, Kamorta, Jan.06. During the Island Tourism Festival Mela at Nancowrie Ground, a health
stall was set up to raise awareness about TB and its prevention. TMyr BTRuresh Kumamriefed attendees,
including the Chief Guest, Assistant Commissioner, CTC, and Navy Commander -i@alesl initiatives,
focusing on the Nikshay Mitra program and the importance of nutrition kits for TB patients.
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c) Ferrargunj, Jan.16 and 31 NTEP South Andaman (SA) and the students of Tagore Government College
of Education, SVP conducted an awareness session on tuberculosfer(if) residents ddld Age Home,
Ferragunj, on 18" Jan. An additional TB Screening camp was conducted by Dr Arjun Sivad&ls KE&P) of

the residents on Jan31




d) Ferrargunj, Chouldari, Jan. 23. An awareness programnuoa Tuberculosis, including screening, was
conducted afAnganwadi Centre (AWC) Dam Pahadunder Health & Wellness Centre (HWC) Chouldari.

The event featured a health talk on the signs and symptoms of Tuberculosis, along with an introduction to tr
Nikshay Mitra initiative. TB screening was carried out by intern doctors from ANIIMS. The programas
conducted under the supervision of Dr. Priya Sara Biji, Medical Officer, HWC Chauldari

€) Mayabunder, Karmatang, Feb. 20. As part of thel00 DaysIntensified TB Campaign to sensitize
religious leaders an awareness programme on Tuberculosis (TB) was organized at G.E.L. Churctakigr

by Mr Y Madhava Rao, DPC (NTEPYhe session was aimed at educating both religious leaders and the general
public about TB, focusing on its causes, prevention, treatment options, and the critical importance of earl
detection and treatment adherend&e programme witnessed active participation from 51 individuals,
including several influential religious leaders. Fhevolvement is expected to play a pivotal role in spreading
awareness within the wider community, further strengthening the collective effort towardseedciety.
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World TB Day 2025, Special Programs

MESSAGE

Every year, on March 24™, World
Tuberculosis Day is celebrated with great
enthusiasm across our Islands, alongside the
rest of the country, under the theme: " Yes!
We can end TB: Commit, Invest, Deliver".

World Tuberculosis Day serves as a crucial
opportunity to raise awareness about the
significant health, social and economic
impacts of tuberculosis, while also amplifying
global efforts to end the TB epidemic.

Tuberculosis continues to be a major public
health challenge, affecting millions
worldwide and impacting families,

workplaces, and entire communities. Through investment in prevention,
early detection and effective treatment, we can break the cycle of
transmission and save countless lives. Conquering TB requires strong
leadership, innovative solutions and sustainable investments in both
healthcare and community support.

It is essential that we engage communities, organizations, healthcare
workers and citizens alike in this collective fight. Strengthening health
systems, improving access to care and addressing social determinants such
as nutrition and living conditions are critical steps toward a TB-free future.

I urge institutions and individuals from all sectors of society to step forward
and lend their support to the cause to TB elimination. Together, we can
make significant strides in eradicating tuberculosis from our Islands and

beyond.

(Admiral D K Joshi)
PVSM, AVSM, YSM, NM, VSM (Retd.)
Lieutenant Governor
Andaman & Nicobar Islands
&

Vice Chairman, Islands Development Agency



Sand Art Competition highlighting the theme
for World TB Day 2025 organized by District

Health Society at Corbyn's Cove
1 teams snowcasell ﬂlell‘ amsm: talents through sand art

Sri Vijaya Puram, Mar. 23 8 In commemoration of World TB Day 2025, the District Health Society of South
Andaman organized a vibrant Sand Art CYERPMECAN i on
END TB: Commit. Invest. Deliver", the event was supported by various line departments and aimed at
spreading awareness about Tuberculosis (TB) and its global impact.

The competition drew enthusiastic participation from 14 teams, each bringing forward their creativity and
commitment through powerful sand art installations. Participants crafted thouoytaking pieces that visually
communicated the global resolve to ér8l and emphasized the critical need for continued investment in TB
prevention and control programs.

Theart works vividly re
messaged the importance of awareness, improv
health services, and active community involvem
in the ongoing fight against the disease. The creajes
initiative not only engaged the public but algs
highlighted how art can serve as a compelli
medium for health advocacy.

The event served as a meaningful platform for S
local community to come together in support of*
TB-free world, reinforcing the message that endii
TB is possible with collective effort anci
commitment.



World TB Day 2025 observed
District Administration (SA) organizes

auto rally with the theme 'YES! We Can
END TB - Commit. Invest. Deliver’

— o O, © Sri Vijaya Puram, Mar. 24 0
@ < et Continuing the observance of World
WORLD TB DAY 15 pay 2025 the District
e L pAARCH 2025 Agministration of South  Andaman,
g L= through its District Health Society,
@ organized an impactful auto rally under
W= | the theme'YES! We Can END TB i
L Commit. Invest. Deliver."

The rallyflagged off from the District
Administration office, featured a
vibrant procession of decorated

= 2 g - 4 vehicles that carried powerful messages
on TB awareness and eradlcatlon Coverlng various areas across Si Vijaya Puram, the rally aimed to ampli
public consciousness about Tuberculosis and the urgent need to eliminate it.

The event saw enthusiastic participation from government officials, healthcare workers, and local residents
Shri Arjun Sharma, IAS, Deputy Commissioner (South Andaman), flagged off the rally and led the gathering
in taking theTB-Free Pledge reaffirming a collective commitment toward a-fii®@e district.

In his address, Shri Arjun Sharma emphasized the critical importance of joint efforts in the fight against TB.
AOur commi t me 1iree South wradanthrisis umwaVeBng. The efforts of the District Health Society,
along with the participation of ourdoal communi ti es, are crucial 1 n ol

He further added that the pledge symbolizes the shared determination of all stakénhdtdensadministration
to grassroot® to invest in awareness, healthcare services, and sustained action against tuberculosis.

The rally also featured a prize distribution ceremony foStdaed Art Competition held a day earlier on March
23 at Corbyn's Cove Beach. The competition drew creative entries that visually conveyed the importance of Tl
awareness, combining art with advocacy in an engaging format.

The District Health Societybés multifaceted Worl d
blending public engagement with artistic expression to drive home the message that ending TB isdpossible
with commitment, investment, and collectidelivery.



mark World TB Day observance

Wil Sri Vijaya Puram, Mar. 24 8 A NTEP
& the enly sy

StatelLevel function was organized at the

- Auditorium of ANIIMS (Andaman &

Tuberaulosis(T A Nicobar Islands Institute of Medical
—w/> DAY. 202 5 . Sciences) to commemoraté/orld TB
Theme X0 ~ Day 2025 The event was graced IDyr.

’ ! Anil Agarwal, Secretary (Health), A&N

e Administration , who attended as the chief

guest.

The function witnessed the presence of
several dignitaries, including the Director
of Health Services, the Medical
Superintendent of G.B. Pant Hospital,
Heads of Departments, faculty members of
R G RS e ANIIMS, Programme Officers from the
R B ORTESSSE Directorate of  Health  Seises, and
students from ANIIMS and other local health institutions.

During the eventDr. Anil Agarwal officially launched the Annual TB Report 2025. In his keynote address,

he stressed the importance of maintaining a healthy lifestyle, promoting accurate disseminatioelafetiB
information, and conducting regular screening, especially among vulnerable groups. He reaffirmed the A&N
Ad mi ni sststromgtcommitréent to eliminating TB, in line with national goals.

The programme began withagelcome song by students of the School of Nursingetting a spirited tone for
the day.Dr. P. Lal, State TB Officer, presented a comprehensive overviewTaberculosis symptoms,
diagnosis, treatment and highlighted ongoing efforts under tNational TB Elimination Programme
(NTEP) as aligned with th&lational Strategic Plan for TB Elimination.

Adding an academic perspectig;,. Natraj, Associate Professor, Department of Respiratory Medicine,
ANIIMS , spoke aboutecent advances in TB treatmentemphasizing innovation in therapeutic approaches.
To enhance public engagemewmtlunteers from Nehru Yuva Kendra performed a skitillustrating the
journey of TB diagnosis and treatment, which wasnestkived by the audience.

The event also featuredistribution of certificates to winners of various competitionsheld as part of the
World TB Day observance. The programme concluded withot@ of thanks by Dr. Keerthivasan
Microbiologist, NTEP, who appreciated the collective efforts of all stakeholders in promoting TB awareness.



Mayabunder, Mar. 24 7 In a strong
show of commitment to public health
and awareness, the District TB Centre,
District TB Unit, and District Health
Society of North & Middle Andaman
observedWorld Tuberculosis (TB)
Day with a series of impactful events
under the global theni&es! We Can
End TB: Commit, Invest, Deliver."

A key highlight of the day was a
motorcycle rally flagged off by Ms
Nandini Maharaj, IAS, Deputy
Commissioner of North & Middle
Andaman. The rally, which saw the
participation of aroun@0 motorcyclists passed througklayabunder BazaarandWebi Junction, spreading
awareness about TB with banners and placards. A mobile van also accompanied the rally, delivering Tl
prevention messages across surrounding villageer, afelicitation program was held at the Conference Hall
of Dr. R.P. Hospital, where local leaders and health workers were recognized for their outstariditeyief
TB elimination. Ms. Maharaj present&8-Free Certificatesandmementoso thePradhan and Up-Pradhan
of Basantipur andChainpur Gram Panchayats respectively, acknowledging their crucial role in maintaining
TB-free status for the ye2024

In her address, Mlaharaj emphasized the importance of collective action, stditiigp d ay , we st an
our fight against tuberculosis. The theme emphasizes our shared responsibility; with commitment, investmer
and diligent delivery of healthcare services, we can envisionaTBe e f ut ur e. 0

Dr. Alice Bwa, the Medical Officer InCharge, briefed attendees on the current TB status in North & Middle
Andaman and urged community participation inkheshay Mitra initiative to help eliminate TB. As part of

the program,Nikshay Mitras associated with Dr. R.P. Hospital were also awar@sttificates of
Appreciation andmementodor their invaluable support to TB patients, ensuring consistent care and treatment.
The event drew a crowd of approximat&B0 participants, includingMedical Officers, hospital staff, ASHA
workers, PRI members and members of the general publieflecting a unified regional effort to combat TB

and promote better public health.



